Exploring Ancient Greece
Final Assessment

7th Grade Social Studies

As we have discussed in class, a historian’s job is about far more than the simple recitation of facts, dates, and definitions. As 7th grade social studies scholars, this assessment will require you to apply the content knowledge and historical analysis skills that you have developed throughout this unit. 

Your Task: Please choose ONE of the essay prompts (see reverse), and prepare a written response.

Vocabulary Requirement: You must use at least TEN vocabulary words from the Ancient Greece unit in your essay. Please be sure to underline each vocabulary word.
-Chapter 26 ( Monarchy, Oligarchy, Tyranny, Democracy, Aristocrat, Oligarch, Tyrant, Citizen, Assembly 

-Chapter 27 ( Economy, Peloponnesus, Agora, Priestess, Helots 

-Chapter 28 ( Persian Empire, Allies, Cavalry, Hellespont

-Chapter 29 ( Golden Age, Acropolis, Parthenon, Myth, Architecture, Sculpture, Drama, Philosophy, Athena, Apollo, Zeus, Hermes, Hera 

-Chapter 30 ( Peloponnesian War, Alexander the Great, Ally, Appoint 

-Chapter 31 ( Geometry, Longitude, Latitude

Resources:

-History Today! The Ancient World (Chapters 26-31)

-http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/
-http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/
-http://www.greece.mrdonn.org/
Preparation: You should consider your response to the prompt prior to beginning your in-class assessment. In order to be sure that you are able to use your in-class writing time effectively and engage in critical thinking during the assessment period, you will be allowed to bring ONE two-sided 5” x 8” index card with prepared notes that you gather from class handouts, in-class notes, your textbook, and web resources that we have used.

Grading: Your essay will be graded using the Portland Secondary School school-wide rubric of written expression (see attached).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BRAINSTORMING SPACE:

PROMPT #1: Congratulations! You have won a trip on the world’s first time machine. You will visit Ancient Greece and will write a journal entry about your visit from the perspective of a historian. You must visit BOTH Athens and Sparta during your adventure, and you should address how the legacies of Ancient Greece influenced the development of future societies (including the modern United States).

You should introduce your destination and should use your “toolbox” of historical analysis skills and content knowledge to explain what life was like in the time period and place you are visiting. Use the following questions to help shape your journal entry:

-What do you see, hear and smell as you walk around the area?

-What are living conditions like for people who live in this are?

-What is life like for children and young people in this area? Do they attend school? What do they do for fun?
-What is the structure of the area’s government?

-What are the core values of people living in this area (for example: family, education, strength, respect for elders, etc.)?

-What is the most challenging part of life in this area and time period?

REMEMBER: You are writing a journal entry from the perspective of a historian, so your final product should reflect the thoughts, ideas, first impressions, questions, etc. that you think a historian might have upon travelling back in time to the location and period that you chose. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PROMPT #2: You will write a journal entry from the perspective of a 13 year old boy or girl living in Ancient Athens.  

You should introduce Ancient Athens and should use your “toolbox” of historical analysis skills and content knowledge to explain what life was like in the time period and place in which your character lived. You must address (from the perspective of your character) why you think Ancient Greece will be remembered and how you think Ancient Greece will influence future societies. Use the following questions to help shape your journal entry:

-What do you see, hear and smell as you walk around the area?

-What are living conditions like for people who live in Athens? What is daily life like for young people living in Athens?
-What is life like for children and young people in Athens? Do they attend school? What do they do for fun?
-What is the structure of Athens’s government?

-What are the core values of people living in Athens (for example: family, education, strength, respect for elders, etc.)?

-What is the most challenging part of life in Ancient Athens?
-In your opinion, as a young person living in Ancient Athens, what will be the legacy of Ancient Greece? How will Ancient Greece be remembered in history?
REMEMBER: You are writing a journal entry from the perspective of a 13 year old boy or girl living in Ancient Athens, so your final product should reflect the thoughts, ideas, first impressions, questions, etc. that you think this young person might have about life in the time and place.
